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T ALL STARTED WITH A MOVIE. On a whim I'd gone
to see Born to Be WiId, which documents the lives of
oqphaned captive orangutans in Borneo and the prima-
tologist, Dr. Birutd Galdikas, who rehabilitates them so
theycan eventually re-enterthewild and lead normal lives.

The orangutans on screen mesmerized me and I left
the theater wanting to learn more. I read books to find out
why they were on the verge of extinction (orangutans,
which share 97 percent of our genetic code, are only found
on Borneo and in a small area of Sumatra; deforestation-
especially in favor of palm oil plantations-is depleting the
orangutans' habitat and pushing the species toward extinc-
tion). I searched online for everything related to these
apes and came across an expedition around Borneo with
Australia-based Orion Expedition Cruises.

Orion had partnered with Dr. Galdikas herself and
was offering a ten-night voyage aboard the 100-guest
mega-yacht, Orion II. The doctor would lecture on board
as well as guide us on shore through Borneo's l30-million-
year-old rainforest and Camp Leakey, the research station
she founded inI97I.

That's how we found ourselves making our way
down awell-trodden path slicing through the peat swamp
forest outside the village of Pasir Panjang in Central
Kalimantan, Borneo. Our guide from Dr. Galdikas'
Orangutan Care Center talked in hushed tones, "We're

about to enter a clearing and a few feet away will be about
20 juvenile orangutans. They are oqphaned animals and
we're rehabilitating them to re-enter the wild on their
own," shewhispered.

'"fhese animals are used to humans," she went on to say,
"but they are still wild animals. Stand back and wait
patiently." Then she finished her thought with a bit of a smirk
and wink "lf one wishes to engage you, you'll know it! "

I was excited and, if you want to know the truth,
a tiny bit nervous. We'd spent the past two days based out
of near\ Kumai, a small port town. We explored the
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Kumai River aboard local wooden boats called klotoks,
waving at villagers on the river bank while we searched for
orangutan, proboscis monkey (the ones with the Jimmy
Durante noses), gibbons, Bornean bearded pig, estuarine
crocodiles, 420 species of resident birds, and 15,000
species of flowering plants. Borneo's biodiversity is strik-
ing and you can see plants and animals here that you won't
find anywhere else on earth. Those of us who were eagle-
eyed did catch glimpses of wild orangutans high up in
trees and, as the sun set, everyone was treated to the
acrobatic stylings of a large troupe of proboscis that leapt
from the treetops on one side of the river to the other.
Pure magic!

When we weren't on the river, we were trekking
through the rainforest in Tanjung Puting National Park to
see orangutans that come to the feeding platforms at
C*p Leakey and Pondok Tanggui. It was there that we
were introduced to "Tom," a very large and strong male
who made it known to all his visitors-by shaking tree
trunks and demonstrating his male "vigor" with a less-
than-receptive female-that he ruled this part of Tanjung
Puting. After that experience, I wondered how I'd feel
about getting close to any orangutan.

The thought of Tom was still firmly planted in my
mind as I tucked my c.Lmera into my pocket and hid my
water bottle in my backpack, as instructed by our guide.
(Orangutans are super-curious. If you're wearing a neck-
lace, they'll snatch if off your neck; if you ve got a water
bottle, they'll help themselves to a drink.)

Just as I finished zipping my pack, we were in the
clearing and my line of sight lead to more than a dozen
h"ppy, silly, young orangutans-some swinging on a
makeshift jungle-gym and others lazing under a stand of
trees. These little guys did not look quite as intimidating
as Tom had!

Suddenly one of the smaller orangs looked up, saw
us, and got to her feet. She walked-on two legs, a very
un-orangutan-like thing to do-right toward me! When
this fuzzy orange creature was just a foot away, she
extended her hand and grasped mine. She gave a decided
tug on my arm and we sat down in the grass. She was very
interested in playing with my sneakers and untied each
shoelace. What was more amazing was the fact that she
fried to re-tie the laces...although unsuccessfirlly! Laughter
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bLrbblecl Lrp frorri cleep within rne the type of grggles
voLr just can't sr-rppress-ancl I ntarveled at hciw easily this
crcature couid con-inrurricate with nre.

I eaecrly lookecl up to scan the horizon in search of
run' husb:urd. Hc r"'As stancling about 20 f'eet away witlr a
nruch larger nrale cirangutan in front of hirn. This jr-rvenile

was starins at rny hnsbancl 's sock-ancl-sandal-clad feet.
What hacl cilptrlrecl this ur'.rngLrt.r.rr's lttention, I won-
clerecl? I hacl nrv answer when the orang tentatively
rcacheclor-rt witl'r his inclex fingcr and pushed dowri one of
nt,v hr,tsband's ;rre1,le socks. He quickl l '  retractecl his
hancl-almost as if hc. was afraicl-and looked up qr-rizzr-
cally. The ape rcacheclor-rt again ancl pullecl the sock back
up. That litt1e orangutalt was in awe of a sirnple sock.

During all this, the onboarcl natr-rralists from Orion
Erpeclition Cruises were walking throuuli the group taking

photos ancl keeping an eve oLrt fbr the rlore rnischievous
oranglltalrs that rvcre tenrpted to rifle througit Lrnattencled
bachpacks.

I've travelecl the rvollci over br-rt hacl never l'iad an expe-
rience qr-rite like. this onc befirre. Orion has rea1ly dcine their
hornework when it colllL.s tcl Bcilneo and all of Southeast
Asra. Thc'line offers truly uncomnrorl voyages that pair a
lLxr-rry rne{a-yacht, five-star scruice witli a crew cornplelneltt
of 70, ancl a team of knowledgeable n:rturalists ancl guides
with on-land experrences to u,hich thc average person lust
'  - .- '+ "-; ' -  /Nr'r te: Whilc I  sai led aboard Oriori  I I  andLlt t l  L 
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that ship will finish or-rt the 2012 scason in Bonteo. Oim I
will sail these itineranes in 2013 ancibcvoncl.)

While Dr. Galdikas anclour ovenright stay in Tanjr,utu
Puting National Park is thc rc.asor-r nrany of us bocikecl tiris
part icnlar cruise, or-r l  t intc in Central Kal intantan was
certainly r iot the only hieh point of the i t inerary. We crn-
barked frorn Bali, lncloncsi.r. ;urcl nrost travclcrs took the
opportunity to arrivc carly ancl spcr-rcl a few clays cxplorinu
the Hrnclu ter-nples, bcaches, inlancl r ice paddics, Mount
A$rng (an activc volcano), ancl the artsy vi l laue of UbLrcl.

In addit ion to c.xplorins the Inclonesian region of
Bomeo, our itincrarv also introclr-rced r-rs to Malaysian
Borneo wrth an ovenright stay, in Kuchinu, which rvith a
popr-rlation of 618.000 is tl'rc larscst city on thc islancl and
is also the capital of the Sarawak state.

Several days latc.r. rvhcn rvc arriveclat Sarawak's Bako
National Park, I besan to appreciatc Oric-rn's f'oresight into

plar-urinu activities for all lo'els of athleticisnt. While I took
an easy nature stroll akrng 1|1s parl<'s boardwalk tl-rat winds
thror-rgh the rtrangrovc.s ancl endecl Lrp sitting on a rlr-rdflat

beach watcl-ring macaqlres die fbr clarrs rn the sancl, others
went ot'r a "take-r-ro-prisoncrs" hiqh-enet'gv hrke across the
top of the islancl. Botl-i eroups niacle the acquaintance of
proboscis uronkevs, lutLrngs, ancl ntacaqr-res as well as wild
Borneo pigs and piglets. 'Ihese rnr-rltrple options were avail-
able jnst abont ever-pvhere urc r,vent ancl I realizecl that I
wor,rld iikely not have sc.en as ntr-rcl'i of Bonteo without

Orion's expedition sirip ancl fleet of tcn Zcidiacs that spir-
ited us up and down blacl< water rivers and island inlets tcr
g( ' l  to pl i lces t l t . t t  t r tost  lo i t l is ts l le\( , t 's( ' ( ' .

Trekking ancl hikinc in the hc.at and hunridity of the
equator can be tirins ancl Oriort rvisely encled oul itiner-
ary with tu,o cla)'s of islartcl explgratiop i1 tl-re Natpua a1d
Ariambas archipelaeos. Our last o,ening aboard Orion 1I
was spettt. like so lnarrlr o1lig1's. clining on deck r-rncler the
stars (which jr-rst seern to shrne brighter when looking r-rp
at thenr from thc vast South China Sea). We stn-rggled
with the idea that in a f-ew hor-rrs we'cl dock in bLrstling
Sinuapore arrd eacl'i hcacl fbr honre.

The orangutans of B<;rnco ancl t1'rc r,vclcon-i ing

people of Inclonc.sia arid Mala,vsia-set this tr ip ep.rrt
frorr al l  othcrs. I f  yoLL've clonc the Galapaeos. sai lecl the
Amazon. r'isitc.clThc Kintberlc.v in Wcstent Alrstlalia, and
cxplorecl Antarctica, thc. next great aclventurc awaits you
in the heart of Bornt,r.

To lcam nr0r 'e al ic l t0r ,0 l :  Bonel  "  5 r  i l . t r l5t i t r t r l t ru. , le fe5ir / les cor l
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You might think that expedition cruise
ships are simply rugged, no-nonsense
vessels that can take whatever the
ocean tosses at them. And, while
that's true, some expedition ships-
like 0rion-have perfected elegant
style as well as functionality.

In actuality, Orion feels more like a
mega-yacht that you and your friends
chartered for the adventure of a lifetime
than a cruise ship on which you've
booked passage. There's room for just
.|06 guests and a crew of 70 caters to
their every need. Within hours, bonds
are forged between guests and the
vibe around the ship feels like a cross
between a New Year's Eve party and
family reunion.

The layout of the ship is conducive
to spending time with your traveling
companions. The Lecture Theatre is
where you'll spend a lot of time listen-
ing to guest lecturers before heading
to the Galaxy 0bservation Lounge on
Deck 6 to watch the scenery go by.
There's a wellstocked library (complete
with a laptop with Internet access) and
Leda Lounge. Outdoors head to the
Jacuzzi spa and bar on the Sun Deck
and dine al fresco at the Delphinus
Outdoor Caf6, on Deck 4, at breakfast,
lunch, and sometimes dinner when
the weather cooperates.

Don't forget that Orion also has a
Marina Platform at the stern from
which you'll board Zodiacs to explore
each port of call. There are also]0
two-man kayaks as well as enough
snorkel gear for everyone.

Above: Orion I
Left: Sun deck with Jacuzzi spa
Below: Leda Lounge

Evenings are spent enjoying multi-course
gourmet meals at the Constellation
Restaurant before heading back to
the lounge for a nightcap.

There's a range of accommodations
from which to choose, including the
four spacious owners' suites that are
each 345 square feet and include a
separate bedroom and living room.
Six balcony suites offer floor-to-ceiling
glass doors leading to a private French
balcony. There are two 230-square-foot
deluxe oceanview suites with panoramic
windows, l9 junior suites (also with
windows). The remaining staterooms
are outfitted with either large oval
windows or dual portholes.

lt's clear to see that )rion is different
from other expedition ships. The cruise
line likes to say that it attracts travelers
and not tourists, lf you're a "traveler"
)rion will feel like home to you.

Above: Balcony suite
Left: Constellation
Restaurant
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